Last vear; U.E. consumers spent more than 5.8 billisnon
infant, toddler, and pre-school forpishings and accesmries,
according to s May 5008 study by the reseacch grodp
Packaged Facts. Luxe cribe, haute conture high chairs, and
fancy changing tables aren't merel v for the upper crust
either, “Fractically this entire market has gane premiuem,”
& Ys senior :l:r.:ll'_ut Timoth 7 Dowd, the stody's author.

Thes fap-infantslising infant seathetic b uenslly called
Modarn Baby design: The names af distribubaors AN Mudesn
Baby, Modern Nursery, Modern Tats, Modern Mini—stoke the
mmad hope that vou can contain vour kKid's id with the clean
fines and et surfaces of Modsrnity itsell

Ax the movemant's name impliss, it's clean, erisp, and
minimal, featuring lots of geometric shapes and sans-serif
fents, Though the Moderniam cencett muay bs diusty, the
ward shines with markst valus, Fathilary ses handing
parenes a design bussword that means Littls mors than
‘et temparary '~ that this s et vour mather's baby
furniture. "There's not & lot of intellectual vigor in what
sonifatuted “Modern Baby design, ™ savs Greg Allen whe

w rates Dadd @ Types, a blog about his search for well-
designed baby gear, “It's what people Intch onts in order to
b “of the moment. " Deigner baby gocds haven't always
kad thit contemporary twist. “1t's always been poasihle to
spend a lot of money on baby stuff,” savs Allen, “Bue, beafore,
it meant vou bought a hand-carved crb that looked like &
Cindereiln crib.




